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Good grooming has its place in child life although there
are times in work and play when one is wholesomely dirty.
The habit of keeping himself and his clothes reasonably
clean, if acquired early, makes a child acceptable to others
and eases his social adjustment. At school the homeroom,
hygiene, and homemaking teacher might share in watching
for opportunities for teaching good grooming. For example,
having a clean handkerchief and learning to use it might be a
needed experience for some children. One primary teacher,
noticing that many pupils lacked handkerchiefs, let the group
fringe bright-colored cotton squares to make hankies like hers.
As they worked, they learned more about color in choosing
the cloth which looked pleasing to them, and had experiences
in cleanliness and good grooming. The children made more
than one handkerchief each and were allowed to use the laun-
dry tub to wash them if this was not done at home.
The school has a responsibility for making the child like
to be well washed and for providing possibilities for him to
be so, especially in the case of children who have inadequate
encouragement and facilities to bathe at home. This might
necessitate the provision of more showers in many schools, or
more time for the children to use them. It may also be neces-
sary in some districts for children to learn at school how to
shampoo the hair and care for the nails.
A daily comment recognizing his improved grooming is suf-
ficient to encourage the young child. With this as a back-
ground, pupils in later primary and elementary years, whose
activities are becoming more varied and more complicated,
may be motivated to work for high personal standards of
health, hygiene, and grooming by literature, posters, and mov-
ing pictures on the subject. Materials which have a pre-
vocational and vocational emphasis appeal to the nine- to
thirteen-year-olds.

